ASOCIAŢIA ARHEO VEST
TIMIŞOARA

ARHEOVEST
VIII1
-IN HONOREM ALEXANDRU RĂDULESCUInterdisciplinaritate în Arheologie și Istorie
Timişoara, noiembrie 2020

JATEPress Kiadó
Szeged
2020

Editor: Sorin FORȚIU
Coordonator: Dorel MICLE
DVD-ROM: Adrian CÎNTAR
WEB: Sorin FORȚIU și Claudiu TOMA

Coperta: Aurelian SCOROBETE
Această lucrarea a apărut sub egida:

© ArheoVest, Timișoara, 2020
Președinte Lorena SMADU
www.arheovest.com

ISBN 978-963-315-464-9 (Összes/General)
ISBN 978-963-315-465-6 (I. kötet/volumul)
Referință bibliografică
Responsabilitatea pentru conţinutul materialelor revine în totalitate
autorilor.
DVD-ROMul conține contribuțiile în varianta color precum și imaginile
la rezoluția maximă trimisă de autor.

INTRAMUROS ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH AT
SACIDAVA. PRELIMINARY INFORMATION
Sorin Marcel Colesniuc*, Tiberiu Potârniche**, Aurel Mototolea***,
Traian Cliante****, Simina Margareta Stanc*****
* Muzeul de Istorie Națională şi Arheologie-Constanța; sorinmarcelcolesniuc@yahoo.com
** Muzeul de Istorie Națională şi Arheologie-Constanța; tiberiupotarniche@gmail.com
*** Muzeul de Istorie Națională şi Arheologie-Constanța; aurel.mototolea@minac.ro
**** Muzeul de Istorie Națională şi Arheologie-Constanța; cliantetraian@gmail.com
***** Universitatea "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" Iași, Facultatea de Biologie; simina.stanc@uaic.ro
Abstract. În timpul Principatului, Sacidava a reprezentat un important avanpost militar, care
deservea în principal orașul Tropaeum Traiani, controlând aprovizionarea și transportul în sectorul moesic al limesului dunărean. Acest rol va determina dezvoltarea cetății și apariția structurilor civile extramuros, devenind astfel un reper important în zonă în secolele V‒VI dHr și
o reprezentare a puterii Imperiului Roman într-o zonă de conflict continuu. Cercetările arheologice efectuate până în 1979, desfășurate pe laturile de est și vest, au identificat principalele
caracteristici ale cetății și au propus o stratigrafie. În 2014, cercetările arheologice au fost reluate,
pentru a clarifica nivelurile de locuire intramuros și pentru a verifica cronologia propusă anterior. În campania arheologică din 2019, cercetările au fost continuate, prin începerea unei noi
secțiuni (S2), orientată pe direcția Nord‒Sud. Cercetările arheologice au identificat nouă complexe, inclusiv două locuințe romane târzii (una cu pavaj interior), o groapă utilizată pentru
producerea liantului de construcție, un tronson din via (?), care corespunde, probabil, axei de
acces estice, precum și o parte a zidurilor perimetrice ale unei clădiri de dimensiuni considerabile. În timpul cercetărilor arheologice efectuate în 2019, au fost colectate și rămășițe faunistice, în curs de studiu. Metodologia folosită în acest caz este specifică arheozoologiei, constând
în identificarea anatomică, taxonomică și tafonomică, realizarea bazei de date și cuantificarea
acestora. Cuantificarea arheozoologică are ca scop evaluarea frecvenței relative a speciilor
identificate, pentru a se estima resursele animale (creșterea animalelor, vânătoare, pescuit) și
strategiile de exploatare ale acestora.
Keywords: Sacidava, limes, arheologie romană, locuire intramuros, cercetare interdisciplinară.

1. General framework
Sacidava archeological site is located in Dobrudja region, Romania, on a hill
on the right bank of the Danube - the Muzait point, located at about 5 km north-east
from Dunăreni village (Fig. 1).
The Roman Sacidava was part of the province of Scythia, at its southern
limit, it belonged to the military complex (limes) built along the Danube since the 1st
century AD. The fortress has had an uninterrupted evolution since the beginning of the
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Fig. 1. Location of Sacidava.

2nd century AD until the first quarter of
the 7th century AD, being one of the three
large archaeological complexes located
on the plateau of Muzait hill (Fig. 2).
In the immediate vicinity of the
Roman Sacidava there is a Getic settlement, located at about 200 m east of the
Roman fortified settlement, and which
has a continuity of habitation from the
4th century BC and until the end of the
1st century BC - the beginning of the 1st
century AD (in fact, the toponym Sacidava suggests that in that place or nearby there was a Getic settlement before
the Roman conquest). The second complex, an Early Medieval settlement from
the 9th ‒ 10th centuries AD is located at
about 600 m east of the Roman Sacidava.

Fig. 2. The ruins of the Roman fortress Sacidava1.
Administratively, the archaeological site, located at about 5 km northeast of
Dunăreni village, belongs to Aliman commune, Constanța county, Romania.

2. Brief history

Archaeologically, it is documented for the 3rd century AD, a strong fire and a
masive destruction, probably as a result of Gothic attacks. In the 4th century there was a
restoration of the precint walls on the west side and an extension to the south by building
1

http://www.minac.ro/cetatea-sacidava.html (10.10.2020).
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a new precint segment, these
operations mainly determining
the current appearance of the
fortress: rectangular plan, with
125 m long sides, which closed
a area of about 4 ha, walls with
a thickness of about 2 m, and
rectangular towers (Fig. 3).
Towards the end of this
century, a new massive fire is
observed, and for the 5th century, repeated small-scale reconstructions are documented arFig. 3. Rectangular tower.
chaeologically, with strong layers of burns and ashes.
The restoration and flourishing of the fortress from the beginning of the 6th
century is interrupted by a great fire, probably related to the kutrigur attack of 559.
The next level of this century, with the restorations on the southern side of the precint
wall, is dated in the second half of 6th century. The last stage of life within the walls
of Sacidava takes place in the firstst quarter of the 7th century2. After the decommissioning of the precint, a sporadic Roman-Byzantine type habitation is found archaeologically, and the resumption of archaeological research in recent years has documented,
near the eastern gate, an 8th‒9th centuries habitation.

3. Ancient sources
The Sacidava fortress is mentioned in ancient literary sources (Tabula Peutingeriana: Sagadava; Notitia Dignitatum: Sacidava; Procopius: Skedeba). From the epigraphic documents discovered so far (lithic inscriptions, tegular material) it results
that at Sacidava they had their garrison in the second century Cohors IV Gallorum
and, probably, from the time of Hadrian, Cohors I Cilicum sagittariorum milliaria.
Later a vexillatio from Legio II Herculia from Troesmis is attested, and during the
Principality, an infantry unit, Cohors I Cilicum milliaria equitata, was stationed here,
as well as detachments from Legio V Macedonica and Legio XI Claudia3. In Notitia
Dignitatum. Pars Orientis4 (XXXIX and XL) it appears as the point where Cuneus
equitum scutariorum stationed, starting from the first quarter of the 4th century AD (the
southernmost cavalry unit in the province of Scythia). Later the camp is also mentioned
by Procopius of Caesarea, in a list of rebuilt fortifications5.

4. Archaeological research: first stage

The accidental discoveries, made especially in the second part of the 20th
2

Scorpan, 1980.
Aricescu, 1977, p. 179-190.
4
IVR, II, 1970, p. 208-209.
5
De aedificiis, IV, 11, 20; IVR, II, 1970, p. 472-473.
3
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Fig. 4. Funerary inscription
discovered at Sacidava6.

century – funerary inscriptions (Fig. 4), altars, milliar pillars7, and the corroboration of the data provided by them with those of ancient literary sources,
allowed the location of Sacidava8, followed by archaeological research.
The results of the first researches (1969‒
'71) also allowed the first conclusions regarding
the stratigraphic situation, as follows9:
● the first three levels (levels I, II and III) date back
to the 6th century AD, with the specification that
level III falls in the first half of this century;
● the next two levels (IV and V) were chronologically framed in the 5th century AD;
● the following levels, respectively level VI and
level VII, are in turn classified as follows: level VI
in the second half of the 4th AD, and level VII in
the first half of the same century;
● the last three levels (VIII, IX and X) fall into the
1st‒3rd centuries AD.
Archaeological research carried out until
1979, highlighted on the East and West sides, the
existence of two gate-towers.
The archeological material recovered during the excavations is very varied and at the same
time valuable from a scientific point of view. It is
represented, first of all, by the ceramic forms: amphorae, jugs, pots, cups, plates, to which are added
the oil lamps (lucernae), some of them typologi-

cally new at the time of discovery.
Local ceramic forms were also identified, worked by hand or on wheels, considered non-Romanized or in the process of Romanization10.
The inscriptions have a special place among the discoveries from Sacidava;
some were discovered by chance and published before the start of systematic research11,
others are the result of systematic research and have in turn been the subject of specialized studies12. All the discoveries from the first stage of research are presented,
6

MINAC (Museum of National History and Archeology Constanța) collection, inv. 29719.
Rădulescu, 1969, 6, p. 349-354 (limestone milliar with the inscription preserved in its entirety, from the time of Decius).
8
Scorpan, 1977b, p. 230; Aricescu, 1974, p. 259-274.
9
Scorpan, 1973, p.267-331.
10
Scorpan, 1975, p. 263-313.
11
Gostar, 1963, p. 299-313.
12
Scorpan, 1977a, p. 159-178.
7
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more or less completely, at the level of interpretation of the era, in a unitary work13
on the fortifications on the Danube limes.

5. Archaeological research: current stage
The resumption of research in 2014 aimed to:
■ the study of the intramuros area, especially of the one located between the two gates,
East and West - the aim is to clarify the evolution in time of this space;
■ resumption of excavations at the two gates (following the first stage of research, there
is no plan for the western gate);
■ checking the hypothesis of a planimetric similarity with the fortress Tropaeum Traiani;
■ confirmation and refinement of the initially proposed stratigraphy;
■ identification and delimitation of living structures and places of worship.
It is intended, in addition to the scientific capitalization of the new discoveries,
to prepare the fortress for introduction into the tourist circuit through actions of arrangement, restoration and conservation of the constituent parts.
With the resumption of research, for better efficiency, the fortress was divided,
in terms of research methodology, into several sectors, corresponding to the cardinal
points, being established, in theory, four equal perimeters (North, West, East and South).
In the 2014‒2016 campaigns, research confirmed the existence of late levels
(6th century AD), to which new elements were added, namely the remains of a construction that seems to date from the first phase of the fortification (2nd‒3rd centuries
AD?), but also a level of early medieval habitation (8th‒9th centuries), near the eastern
gate.
In the 2014 Archaeological Campaign, a S1 section (26 × 2 m) was opened,
placed about 7‒8 m West of the eastern access, North‒South orientation. Research in
this section continued, intermittently and for short periods, in 2015 and 2016. Several
housing remains appeared, dating from different historical periods: towards the northern end of the section (squares 1‒3), from under a layer of rubble, mixed with a lot of
ash, the floor of a house was partially unveiled, arranged with fragments of tiled materials and yellow clay; in the sector corresponding to squares 6‒7, under a layer of rubble, the remains of another floor were discovered and a coin from Justin I (518‒527)
was recovered from the floor made of tiled remains; at the border of squares 8 and 9,
the remains of another house were unveiled14, respectively parts of its floor, from which
were recovered in addition to fragments of globular amphorae decorated with wavy
streaks and amphorae decorated "with ribs", fragments of late amphorae of the cylindrical type, with thick walls, decorated with deep grooves, with circulation especially
in the 6th century AD. The recovered materials were, as mentioned above, mainly ceramics, but also glass fragments and various metal objects as well as, more rarely, coins,
the chronological classification of most discoveries being 6th century AD (Fig. 5).
In the sector corresponding to squares 4-6, the remains of an early medieval
13
14

Scorpan, 1980.
Cliante, 2015, p. 125.
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Fig. 5. Archaeological materials discovered in the 2014‒'16 campaigns.
dwelling15 (8th‒9th centuries), partially arranged, with walls made of small or mediumsized stones mixed with pieces of bricks and tiles, were partially researched, all with
clay as a binder, with an earthen floor, reinforced with fragments of tiles16.
In the Archaeological Campaign of 2019, the researches were continued, by
drawing the section S2, arranged parallel to S1 and oriented in the North‒South direction (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6. The S2 section.
Following the archaeological research, 9 complexes were identified17, including two late Roman dwellings - one oh them with an interior pavement (Fig. 7),
a pit used for the production of construction binder (lime mortar), a road segment (Fig.
8) which corresponds, in all probability, to the access axis from the East, as well as part
of the perimeter walls of a building of considerable size.
15

Cliante, Mototolea, 2017, p. 56.
Cliante, 2015, p. 126.
17
Colesniuc et alii, 2020 (in print).
16
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Fig. 7. Interior
pavement.

Fig. 8. Road fragment.

In the current stage of research, we consider that, from a chronological point of
view, all the identified complexes fall during the 6th century AD and, more precisely,
in the second half of it. This detail is also confirmed by the discovery, in the archaeological layer, of four coins18 (Fig. 9) dating back to the time of Justin II, as well as by
the recovered ceramic fragments.

Type Justin II-Sofia, follis,
Nikomedia mint, 574‒575 AD

Type Justin II-Sofia, follis,
Nikomedia mint, 571‒572 AD

Type Justin II-Sofia, follis,
Type Justin II-Sofia, follis,
Cyzicus mint, 572‒573 AD
Constantinople mint, 569‒570 AD
Fig. 9. Coins discovered in the archaeological research campaign 2019.
As for the building located south of the access road, we mention the fact that at
18

The numismatic identification was made by our numismatic colleague Gabriel TALMAȚCHI,
to whom we express our gratitude in this way as well.
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Fig. 10. Section S 2, South side - the remains of a monumental construction.
least two constructive phases were identified, as well as a massive dismantling in the
final phase. Inside this construction were identified the remains of a drainage channel
made of stone and water-repellent mortar, over which the roof of tiles collapsed. The
discovery of these ruins, as well as the clarification of the details of the internal context
will be a priority for the 2020 campaign. Here was discovered a massive column base,
in a secondary position, which is an argument for the monumentality of the construction (Fig. 10).
The ceramic material appeared, fragmentary and numerically reduced, is handed over to the Restoration-Conservation Laboratory of the museum, for cleaning and
restoration, where appropriate, in order to prepare them for study.
During the archaeological research carried out in 2019, also faunal remains
were collected, currently under study at the Archaeozoology Laboratory of the Faculty
of Biology within the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iași, based on an interinstitutional collaboration protocol. The study methodology is specific to archaeozoology, mainly consisting of anatomical, taxonomical and taphonomical identifications,
encoding and quantification of the data. Archaeozoological quantification aims to evaluate the relative frequencies of identified species in order to estimate the animal resources and subsistence practices (animal husbandry, hunting, fishing).

6. Conclusion
During the time of the Principality, Sacidava it represented an important military outpost serving mainly the city of Tropaeum Traiani, controlling also the supply
and transport on the Danube limes in the Moesic sector. This role will determine the
development of the fortress and the appearance of extramuros civil structures, thus becoming an important landmark during the 5th‒6th centuries AD, becoming a representation of power of the Roman empire in an area of continuous conflict. It remains for
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future archaeological research campaigns to establish the constructive pattern of the
fortress, the chronological boundaries of the dwelling and the discovery of these outside
the walls civil structures, together with the related necropolis / necropolises.
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